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from east to west. The details of that journey have never
been known, for not one of the party ever came back to tell
the tale of their adventures, and they disappeared as com-
pletely as if the ground had swallowed them up. From
that day to this no trace or sign of the explorers has ever
been discovered.

In the same year a man named Kennedy, who travelled
up the centre of the York Peninsula, which forms the eastern
coast of the Gulf of Carpentaria, was surrounded by savages
when he was almost at his journey's end, and fell under a
shower of spears, his faithful black boy, Jacky Jacky, escaping
to tell the tragic tale. To that fatal year also belongs the ill-
starred expedition of Burke and Wills, a tragedy that long
haunted the imagination of Australian colonists. Burke was
a hot-headed Irish police officer who, in spite of his undoubted
courage, does not seem to have had any other qualifications
for exploring.

Although the expedition was splendidly equipped at Govern-
ment expense, with a fine caravan of camels, horses, live-stock,
and provisions, it was badly managed from the outset, owing
to the party being divided and their instructions being so
vague that they had no accurate knowledge of their leaders*
intentions. Upon arriving at a place called Cooper's Creek,
Burke and Wills, and two other men named King and Gray,
pushed on ahead with the idea of rejoining one of the small
parties into which the expedition was now split up, who were
to remain in that neighbourhood with the bulk of the stores
when they, the leaders, had achieved the object of their
journey. Burke and his three comrades actually reached
the northern coast, but they had gone on with a hopelessly
inadequate supply of provisions, and upon, their return journey
to Cooper's Creek they were reduced to starvation rations.
The man named Gray fell seriously ill of dysentery, but was
suspected of malingering. A few days later he was accused
of stealing some of the flour upon which they depended for
their lives, and Burke flogged him so severely that, in his